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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 

Display Conditions: 
Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The computer printout Mudcbc73.jpg\s classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The classification is given because the publication promotes and supports the infliction 
of extreme violence. 

The publication is a printout of a computer image file, consisting of a colour drawing in 
cartoon style. The image depicts a man garrotting a nude woman during a sexual act. 
The sexual nature of the image is clear, although penile penetration is implied rather 
than seen. The depiction shows that the woman is under restraint and emphasises her 
helplessness and lack of volition. She is either dead or at the point of death, and her 
face is rendered as an horrific "death mask". These signs of vulnerability, constraint, 
and violent death on the face and body of the woman are presented for the sexual 
arousal and pleasure of the viewer. The image is likely to appeal to those with a sexual 
interest in death, especially the sexually-motivated murder of women. Despite the 
cartoon format, the image promotes and supports the infliction of extreme violence by 
presenting it for sexual arousal. 

The relevant sections of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) have 
been considered. The publication promotes and supports an activity listed under s3(2) 
of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 and is deemed 
objectionable. The deeming provisions of s3(2) override the right to the freedom of 
expression set out in s14of the NZBR Act. 
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